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I wag askead to wrle LR .u:ul!clhngnl
phy because my shory 6 fnspirational,
ard i gives hope te people of all walles
of life. It confirms that a person can
Cone jim-m anvwhere and go any
where, It i entirely up 1o the person
themselves. One does mot have to be
rich or famous (o st d business, One
can fail and you omly fail if they stop
Erying. My book tells this story.

¥ family li ved on a small

farm at Enagh, near the

village of Kilkishen, Co.
Clare, Ireland

We were a family of six children
plu: My parents, | wat the yOUngest
with lour alder brothers and one
sizter. We lived on a farm and 1
often heard my parents talking
when sitting around the fire that
we had plenty in the early years
pmdur:’ng milk; meat, cggs. pota-
toes, vegetables and how they sold
their produce to buy the necessities
like clothes, shoes, and o pay bills.

Life was normal and happy for
those first pem years of marriage
until Movember 1944 when my sis-
ter died aged seven and a half and
their world fell apart. They never
got over her death. My dad became
an alcoholic and my mother ook
care of him and og el each one
went out 1o work

A family can become disadvan-
raged for various reasons and hav-
g grown up in a situation where
alcohol played havoc with our fam-
ily life | was encouraged to write
miy life’s story in a book that shows
that despite fear amd hardship rarl:..'
in life, you can put that behind vou
and sl do well in life.

Because of her loss my mother
was ofien very sad and tired due to
having to work both in the Helds
and in the home. She was very soft
hearmed and asked us 1o help with
chores but at that exact time we
normally developed headaches or
SO ﬁnj:l,-rn. amd she did not insist
and that contribured to her having
to wiork so hard,

Back in the 19505 most boys left
HL'I']I:H!I. .ﬂr[l'l.' di:ll:n!_" ltI.E thdn
Certificate aged about twelve or
thirteen and went to train for a
rrade or work on farms or in facto-
ries as did my four brothers.

Shannon Airport was set up at
this time and two were employed
there and wo  emigrated
England when they became old
enough o ravel,

Getting love from both parents
and secing Mam's determination 1o
survive stood bo us. The many
parcels and letters we received
from my Dad’s family in America
greatly helped.

.":E'l:"il:l.E :tl}- Dad dl.'.'l-l.:l'l:l:lu' our lives
and his own, was tough but that

Wiz a hL:i_';q' |ra.:n-r_rt'l dd We EHRLl.Iﬂl
we did not follow in his footsteps.

My Dad had seventeen in his
family and all emigrated, w the
USA except his oldest brother who
went o England and an older giscer
wha remained at home,

As he was the youngest he ook
care of his parents and inherited the
farm,

Sometime amound 1952 one of
my Dad's older brothers died in
America and left money to s (back
then it was called a legacy). 1 recall
the great excitement when it
arnved and o ensure Dad did not
1.p{'n|:E it on aleohol, Mam ook 1t
immediately to the bank in "Tulla,
Co. Clare and ook me along.

Shee lodged it in both narmes width
the condition that | would smeeeive
it a1 rwenty-one or when | married
into a farm. [t wWas 1o be my
Dowry.,

Many may not know what a
1Jl::lw:}' wad Bbul il wag sigm it 15
Ireland as one would know il they
watched the film "The Quiet Man™
with John Wayne and Maureen
O'Hara.

My parents Sspoke endlessly
about me being provided for and
that my future was secure because |
could now marry any Brmer when
the rime came,

| cannot emphasize enough how
significant this was, bot it really
annoyed me because ar ten or
eleven 1 did not know what my par-
ents were talking abour Az dme
went on | knew 1 would not marry
a farmer having seen o hard Ty
mother worked in all kindz of
weather, but to them, especially
my mother, the land was God. She
used o say she would have been
‘out on the road” only for the frm
that she worked and the produce
she sold,

| kept velling Mam and Dad [ had
plans 1o ger educated and often
thought of being 2 nun after a wisit
from a Missionary Sister fram
Africa 1o our school.

My father told me in no uneer-
Lun terms no moHey wad gﬂiﬂg
with me to the convent - he needed
it and said, “it will stay here where
it = wanted.”

They were making inquirles
abour single rich farmers and wene
SUZRCRLITIE IMATTIA gy 10 e Om o neg-
ular basis

They talked endlessly about the
bencfit of being friendly with those
young men who would likely
inherin their parents land and that |
should consader mn'}l:l-ng one alf
them.

They even promized me their
home and farm to atieael an even
I;ll];r'r |J|:I|J.-I|:|-1A'n|:|.- :|_t'|d a‘ﬁ_u-: :n'l.-:'l
me we could join the two farms

and laver they followed through
and gave it to me.

| did get some offer fom two of
thoze men and never knew i my
parentd put them up o L 1 naver
asked, a8 the answer might be
ernbarmassing.

I know half the county knew of
my Dowry, especally from my
father when he had a few ping in
him hut also fFom my maother,

Mrsr s were nol in Bvoor
of educaring davghrers back then
because women ended up marry-
ing and wking care ol the home and
family bur | held tough w my plan.

| peruaded thee wo pay For the
uniform and let me go to the
Convent of Mercy in Tulla, about
four rmiles away.

However, | leff there aller my
secomd year ag il would ke fve
years tn the Leaving Certificate and
my mother was hamssing me.

Somewhere, | heard of a year-
long enurse that was run in
Limerick City where girls were
rained 1o do office work, | decid-
ed thar was for me and went bo live
with an aunk there.

Soom after, my parents began the
teremile joumey to Limerlck sell-
ing their animals and dhey would
misel mii and bring me Lo Hogan's
Restaurant where all the Grrmers
awe and | loved my fod so | went
with them,

Again and again, they were
introducing me W the other frm-
ers and elling me who they wers
and who had the mosc land, ere, buc
[ vold dhem | would never rmill
eows but my mother would say,
“with your dowry ye will be able 1o
hire help.”

She uied everything o gel me
home and whke a positdon in a local
shop and save my wages Lo increades
my Dowry, a5 the mone money 2
girl had the larger the Brm she
could marmry o, but | ate the fres
dinmer and pretended | was Hsen-
ing when in Bct | had no intenest in
their sugpesions.

While 1 loved my parens, and
missed them when | maoved Lo
Limerck, | dd not succumb o
retumning home.

Hoved the Commendal Course |
wis dodng in Limerick. We leamed
tvping, shorthand, and book-keep-
ing and when completed 1 got
emploved immediately as o secne-
tary 10 a locl seeplejack company,

Though living with an eldedy
aunt who was kind, loving but con-
erolling. my real hife began ar sis-
peety ared 1 owas |

| had expected o woik in a
grand office downtown in Limerick
but frsnead | was i a bodlder's vand
in a makeshili office that did not
impress me one bit bur when | dis-

featur:

cusded that with my employer he
pave me free rein 1o improve iC

I thought things: must be bad if
he Fel 1 could, but wking on the
sk helped grow my confidence
and we really got on well,

I was very mespectiul by nature
and religion being very strong |
warked hard and loved the chal-
lenge.

| was so green and naive, when
the phone rang the frst day |
answered it upside down as | had
never uged a telephone undl dhar
day. | was glad my employer was
not there o see me checking for
the man inddde the phonel

My bodd employed a builder
whin had buile a nice office. | made
curtaing for the windows and soom
wit had a proper place 1o work and
i-mPl’Eﬁi CUELIATETS,

Then one day my employer
shocked me when he wld me |
needed o buy a car - | only owned
i bicycle and was eaming £1.10s
per week, He told me about Hire
Purchase and how | would pay for
it.

When | wmed seventeen and
had only been working for one year
| bought the smallest car on the
market and Mr. Lynch gave me a
wage increase and expenses for
wding it in the bugingis to trangport
materials around Ireland, 1ake
employees o work, eollect chegues
and, because | did not drink or
smoke, that allowanee paid lor the
loan and upkeep.

It went over my head really bur |
felt it was most unusual for a gl w
own 4 car go | falt very Tucky.

| abgolutely loved dancng and
now had the car w go with my
Hends w the Cellis (dancing w
Irigh Music] especially the fmows
Tulla Cedli playing at the Marguee
in  Kilkishen, then back 1o
Lirmerick’s Jetland Ballroom o
emjoy Donig Colling or the Royal
Showhband - as it was the Showband
era and it only cost about five
shillings o attend

I went back w Kilkishen each
Sunday morning 1o wke my par-
ents Lo mass bur immediately
returned o my life that | thorough-
ly emjoyed in hisvorle Limerick
Ciny.

Then one day my employer sent
mit o deliver materials w steeple-
jacks waorking in Mullingar. Cao
Westmeath.

When | armived, | honked the
hovm i my car 1o get the atention
of the men working at the top alf
the wll chimneystack but they did
tot take any heed of me in the busy
and noisy town so | dimbed up the
ome hundred and twenty oot all
chirmney stack o wll the steeple-
jacks that | had thelr matedals and

.exummer

this allowed me o retum quickly
o my office and impress my
employer.

That was the begineing of my
climbing caréer as a steeplejack.
(Sreepleill). It was unuswal back in
garly 19604 o see a woman climb-
ing tall chimneys, working on
church mofi or even being on a
comStruction gite,

I was very happy there for six
Ears At i owias ﬂnl}' when my
etnployer died suddenly | diseoy-

eted my imner sirengths and swred
my oown bustres.
I had just marded Jobn

O'Mahony a member of the Garda
Stochana, and at vwenty-thnee,
being my own boss, | became
wware of my unusual sitwation.

Climbing and site work did not
st well with me, o | often dressed
s A roan just o go unnobiced,

I felu thar everyone presumed |
should be at home looking after my
family and my home but | had my
opporiunity and | wok it Thar, of
course, could have been the way |
saw things but when | engagaed
with eustomers and fellow employ-
cex nobody sadd anything, fnauead
they stmply offered to help inevery
way.

I knew a good deal ahout the
steeplejack business alter 1yping
guotations and sending invoices
and  wvisiting &ites bur 1 had
emploved very qualified sieeple-
jacks in any case,

When [ohn was off duty Fom
his garda work, we would carry out
comtracts just the two of s 1
rermember he would gt blast with
pur new machine and my job was
te» keep the pot Glled for him.

I always weked my haie under-
néath a man's ap 1
and | wore a
man’s overall and
i heavy buttomed
L Craal ek Te0y COme
ok 2 blind bit of
noice whether |
Wag a man or a
WAL

However, that
was not always
thve cage s | would
be staying in Bed
and Breaklasig and
SOHME prople
found that it was
stange  for  a g
woman 1o he
away from home
and  pregnant. |
got noticed omce M
when working in |8
Kinzale Church, &
County Cork and %
luekily  gor the
atrention of the
media

17

I was invited onuo the Late Late E
Show with Gay Byme on two acea- 2
sions and with Ireland only having -
one television channel myviell and E,f
my bukiness became known all
over reland after that show. s

Om my st appearance, | was %
heavily pregnant when 1 climbed —
the church and on that same night
Stanley Baker and Phyllis [ller=
WETE 0, =

I was petrified but she helped me &
greatly and when she went on she g
spoke about me and srnousnced S
that | was going 1o have a baby and
the audience gagped at seeing the
video of me on ladders.

Though | was twenty-Ave yeam
old | was very nervous being on wl-
evisdon for the first Ume and wlling
miy abory publicly,

My climbing story was on news-
papers and magasines, followed by
ather 1elevision appearances as
years: pagsed.

To this day, the media are inger-
ested in writing and mbking pletures
of steeplejacks climbing up the
sheer face of a building, a fact that
we appreciated becange we could
not afford to pay for that type of
advertisng,

Sueeplejack work is not ag plent-
ful now due Lo the wmll chimneys
being demolished, Iii becoming a
dying trade since the introduction
of hoists and cranes. &3

Next week, in part lvo of this aidto-
Bingrapry, Angele combinues her story
detailing the continiund development of
her buwsiness, her aork in building a
gl cosrse did her drive to oversomne
ity kurdles in her waty drd Pecome one
of Ireloul’s weost swecessful basines-

WUImER.




